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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1 . A method for combined browsing and searching in a collection 
of connected content portions comprising: 

determining at least one user keyword; 
5 determining at least one relevant document path of connected content 

portions; 

determining an information scent value associated with the relevant 
document path; 

synthesizing a display attribute based on the determined information 
1 0 scent and the at least one user keyword. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the determined information 
scent value is determined by an information scent document vector. 

3 . The method of claim 2, wherein determining content 
information is based on weighted word frequency of each content portion. 

15 4. The method of claim 2, wherein each content portion in the 

relevant document path is weighted based on content portion position in the 
relevant document path. 

5. The method of claim 2, wherein the synthesized display 
attribute relates to the connection or links among content portions. 
20 6. The method of claim 2, wherein the display attribute is at least 

one of an aural, tactile, olfactory, visual and taste display characteristic. 

7. A system for combined browsing and searching in a collection 
of connected content portions comprising: 

a controller circuit; 

25 a content determining circuit; a topology determining circuit; 

an input/output circuit for entering at least one user keyword; 

a relevant document path determining circuit that determines at least 
relevant document path of connected content portions based on at least one 
user keyword; 

30 an information scent determining circuit that determines an 

information scent value based on the relevant document user path 

a display attribute synthesizer that synthesizes a display attribute based 
on the determined information scent and the at least one user keyword; 
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8. The system of claim 7, wherein the determined information 
scent value is determined by an information scent document vector. 

9. The system of claim 8, wherein the content determining circuit 
determines content information based on weighted word frequency of each 
content portion. 

1 0. The system of claim 8, wherein each content portion in the 
relevant document path is based on the content portion position in the relevant 
document path. 

1 1 . The system of claim 8, wherein the synthesized display 
attribute is a display attribute of an associated connection among content the 
portions. 



